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Notice of intent to adopt

Topic: 	Water Transfer to the Santa Clara Valley Water District

Who:  Santa Clara Valley Water District 

What: 	Browns Valley Irrigation District (BVID) proposes to transfer up to 3,100 acrefeet of water to the Santa Clara Valley Water District from July to October 2004. The Browns Valley Irrigation District and the Santa Clara Valley Water District hereby provide notice of intent to adopt a Negative Declaration for the following project.

Why:  The water being transferred is water available for transfer in accordance with Water Code Section 1011, and as a result of BVID’s Upper Main Pipeline Water Conservation project. This conservation water was transferred by BVID in 1990, 1992 and 1993 to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) Drought Water Bank, the Department of Fish and Game and the Sutter Bypass-Butte Slough Water Users Association, respectively. In 2003, the water was transferred by BVID to the SCVWD.

BVID is the lead agency for compliance with the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA). SCVWD is a responsible agency under CEQA. BVID has completed an initial study and found that there is no substantial evidence that the project may have a significant effect on the environment. BVID is located in Yuba County, east of Marysville. BVID’s water will flow down the Yuba River, in excess of current minimum flow requirements, through the Sacramento–San Joaquin River Delta and be exported from the southern Delta. DWR would pump the transfer water at the State Water Project’s (SWP) Banks Pumping Plant into Bethany Forebay, and then at the South Bay Aqueduct Pumping Plant into the South Bay Aqueduct for delivery to SCVWD. DWR proposes to pump and convey into SWP facilities the 3,100 acre-feet of BVID Transfer Water, less appropriate transportation losses through the Delta, subject to applicable terms of its water service contract with SCVWD.

SCVWD anticipates a deficit of available imported water for municipal, industrial and irrigation uses in 2004. BVID has the water available for transfer because it has implemented the Upper Main Canal Water Conservation Project, making available 3,100 acre-feet of transferable water. The water transfer would facilitate the efficient use of BVID’s conserved water and offset the impacts of SCVWD’s projected water shortage. DWR would facilitate the transfer of water between a willing seller and a willing buyer, subject to applicable terms and conditions of its water service contract with SCVWD.

Public review: Public comments on this proposal to adopt a mitigated negative declaration will be received by the district at the address shown above beginning June 16, 2004 and ending at 3 p.m. on July 28, 2004.

For further information please contact Joan Maher at (408) 265-2607, ext. 2073, or by e-mail at jmaher@valleywater.org
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