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it is vaporized. The arc flash/blast produces fire, intense light, pressure waves and produces flying 
shrapnel. 
 
An Arc Flash Study or Analysis is a calculation performed by professional engineers to determine 
the incident energy found at each location which determines the various arc flash boundaries and 
what personal protective equipment (PPE) must be used in approaching each boundary. National 
Fire Protection Agency standard 70E states that an arc flash study needs to be reviewed every five 
years or whenever there is a significant change in the electrical system.  Arc Flash Analyses have 
been performed at all applicable Valley Water facilities and Valley Water is currently conducting the 
5-year review at various facilities.  
 
At Penitencia and Santa Teresa Water Treatment Plants the last updates were completed in 
calendar year 2017. For Rinconada Water Treatment Plant, Valley Water is waiting for the Reliability 
Project to complete which will include the arc flash analysis and affixing of new arc flash warning 
labels.  For the Coyote Pumping Plant, the analysis was recently completed, and arc flash warning 
labels will be affixed by Valley Water. For Pacheco Pumping Plant, Vasona Pumping Plant, Silicon 
Valley Advanced Water Purification Center, the Campbell Well Field and other remote sites, the 
analyses and affixing of labels is schedule to be complete by year-end FY20. 
 
For further information, please contact Tina Yoke at (408) 630-2385

 
 
2. Palo Alto Police Department Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) Training at Llagas 

Corporate Yard 
 
On August 26, Emergency Services and Security will host the Palo Alto Police Department SWAT 
to conduct tactical training at the Valley Water Llagas Corporate Yard. The training is focused on 
building searches, and the facilities at the Llagas Corporate Yard provides a beneficial environment 
for this event. This training allows for law enforcement to practice responses to active shooters and 
suspect searches. By providing training venues to local law enforcement, not only do they build 
their tactical capabilities, but Valley Water’s relationships with these law enforcement agencies 
become stronger moving forward. 
 
For further information, please contact Tina Yoke at (408) 630-2385. 

 
 
3. Saratoga Creek Hazard Tree Removal and Restoration Project Update 

 
The Saratoga Creek Hazard Tree Removal and Restoration Project, a project that will remove non-
native eucalyptus trees along Saratoga Creek between Prospect High School and Cox Avenue in 
District 5, is progressing. The project’s Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) 
will be circulated beginning on August 16, 2019 through September 16, 2019, for public 
commentary.  
 
In addition to being posted in a local newspaper to inform members of the community, the Notice 
of Intent (NOI) will be mailed to all adjacent property owners, attendees of the project’s April 2019 
meetings, and other interested organizations, individuals, project stakeholders, and City of 
Saratoga staff. The notice will also be uploaded to the project webpage. 
 
Once the project permits are issued and a start date for the work is scheduled, a notice with work 
details and project contact information will be sent to neighbors. This important safety and 
restoration project will be conducted seasonally over the next three years. Valley Water will continue 
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to meet with nearby neighbors to provide updates as the project progresses. 
 
The latest FAQ document, project map and presentation, and meeting recordings are available on 
the project’s webpage: valleywater.org/SaratogaCreekHazardTrees. 
 
For further information, please contact Rick Callender at (408) 630-2017. 

 
 
4. Water Quality Lab Installs New Analytical Equipment 
 
This week, the Valley Water’s Water Quality Lab installed a new Thermo Scientific™ TSQ™ Fortis 
triple quadrupole mass spectrometer. This instrument has been coupled with an existing ion 
chromatograph, which improved the lab’s ability to perform low-level analysis of nine haloacetic 
acids (HAAs), bromate, and perchlorate in water. Further, this upgrade was performed to create 
more instrument time and capacity to be used in future analytical method development to test for 
contaminants of emerging concern, such as per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). 
 
HAA’s are formed as disinfection by-product when chlorine reacts with naturally occurring organic 
and inorganic matter in water.  Bromate can arise as a byproduct of the ozonation of bromide-
containing water. According to regulations, drinking water plants must determine the concentration 
of disinfection by-products in drinking water prior to release. With this instrument upgrade, the lab 
will be able to quantitate HAAs and bromate at concentrations as low as 0.25 micrograms per liter, 
and perchlorate as low as 10 nanograms per liter. 
 
The Water Quality Lab is currently certified by the California Environmental Laboratory Accreditation 
Program to test haloacetic acids and bromate by EPA Method 557. 
 
For further information, please contact Bhavani Yerrapotu at (408) 630-2735 

 
 
5. Workgroup Membership Related to Making Water Conservation a California Way of Life 
 
As part of the state's effort to Make Water Conservation a California Way of Life, the Department 
of Water Resources (DWR) has formed seven (7) new workgroups to address specific elements of 
recent water conservation legislation (AB 1668 and SB 606). These workgroups will provide input 
into the development of DWR’s recommendations to the State Water Resources Control Board on 
the urban water use efficiency requirements, including specific standards and objectives with which 
agencies will need to comply with. Valley Water was selected to attend six of the seven workgroups: 
 

1. Wholesale Water Loss 
2. Water Use Studies 
3. Standards, Methodologies and Performance Measures 
4. Urban Water Management Plan Guidebook 
5. Annual Water Supply and Demand Assessment 
6. Data Streamlining 
 

Valley Water is not a member of the Landscape Area Measurement workgroup as this relates to 
the development of a methodology for water retailers to establish a landscape water budget.  
However, Valley Water will monitor the progress and outcomes of this workgroup as all meetings 
are open to the public and will include time for public comment. 
 
For further information, please contact Jerry De La Piedra at (408) 630-2257.
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6. Varela 

Director Varela requested staff to provide information on a potential partnership agreement with 
the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency in the acquisition of Sargent Ranch Property located in 
the Southern portion of the County 
R-19-0009 

 
Background 
The Sargent Ranch property, located in southern Santa Clara and Santa Cruz Counties, comprises 
approximately 6,500 acres of ranching and other agricultural land drained by Tar Creek, Sargent 
Creek, and the Pajaro River.  The property includes regionally-significant stands of serpentine 
grassland, sycamore alluvial woodland, and oak woodland, thus providing extensive open space 
and conservation values including high-quality habitat for California red-legged frog, burrowing owl, 
and California tiger salamander.   
 
The Sargent Ranch Management Company is currently seeking a 30-year Conditional Use Permit 
for a 317-acre sand and gravel mine on the property. The project is undergoing environmental 
review, including consultation with the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band, which opposes the Sargent 
Ranch Quarry Project and refers to the property as Juristac, part of its ancestral lands. The quarry 
proposal is also opposed by environmental groups, including Committee for Green Foothills and 
the Sierra Club.  Prior to the quarry proposal, Sargent Ranch was the subject of several failed 
development attempts, which resulted in bankruptcy of the previous landowner in 2016.   
 
Mitigation Value of Sargent Ranch  
Sargent Ranch Management Company is also seeking to increase the value of the property through 
the creation of a mitigation bank.  In response to informal inquiries from the owners’ representatives 
in the past several years, Valley Water analyzed the potential value such a mitigation bank to Valley 
Water, particularly associated with the Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project (PREP).  Incidental 
take coverage for PREP construction and operations is not currently covered by the Valley Habitat 
Plan, so opportunities to streamline Endangered Species Act permitting (including potentially 
adding the project to the Habitat Plan) are of critical importance.  However, the Sargent Ranch does 
not appear to provide regionally unique or particularly meaningful mitigation opportunities, and 
furthermore, the relative cost of and time to establish mitigation banking (as opposed to other 
means) would be high. In light of the controversial nature of the landowner’s proposals, and 
availability of other local, higher-value mitigation banking opportunities, Valley Water does not 
recommend further exploration of a potential Sargent Ranch mitigation bank to address PREP 
permitting needs. At this time, Valley Water has not identified other direct benefits of conservation 
of Sargent Ranch to Valley Water’s flood or water supply missions. 
 
The Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency, which administers the acquisition of conservation property 
and its enrollment into the Valley Habitat Plan’s reserve system, considers the conservation of 
Sargent Ranch a very high priority.  If Sargent Ranch is enrolled in the Habitat Plan reserve system, 
and if PREP is added as a covered activity under the Habitat Plan, future fees paid by Valley Water 
could support the long-term management and/or restoration of habitat values of Sargent Ranch.  
However, if the Sargent Ranch Management Company successfully established a mitigation bank 
on the property, achieving the conservation objectives of the Habitat Plan would be put at risk. 
 
For further information, please contact Lisa Bankosh at (408) 630-2618 
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7. Hsueh 

Director Hsueh requested staff look into using the Upper Guadalupe River Reach 6 Aquatic 
Habitat Improvement Project as a gravel augmentation site for SCW Guadalupe Watershed 
R-19-0010 

 
On July 23, 2019, Director Hsueh asked whether the proposed gravel placement for Upper 
Guadalupe River Reach 6 can qualify for credit under the Safe, Clean Water and Natural Flood 
Protection Program (SCW) Fish Habitat and Passage Improvement Project (Project D4), Key 
Performance Indicator (KPI) 5, which is to install large woody debris (LWD) and/or gravel at a 
minimum of 5 sites (1 per each of 5 major watersheds). 
 
Under Project D4, KPI 4 is to conduct a study of all major steelhead streams in the county to identify 
priority locations for installation of large woody debris and gravel as appropriate. The purpose of 
this KPI is to inform Valley Water in their selection of the priority sites for installation under KPI 5. 
On April 25, 2018, Valley Water produced a Phase 1 of this study, which identified priority locations 
along Guadalupe River.  
 
The proposed gravel placement for Upper Guadalupe River Reach 6 is not among the priority 
locations identified in the Phase 1 Study. Additionally, the construction of the LWD installation at a 
priority site within Los Gatos Creek will satisfy the KPI 5 requirement to install LWD and/or gravel 
in Guadalupe watershed. Based upon this information, Valley Water does not recommend utilizing 
project funding for installation of the proposed gravel placement for Upper Guadalupe River  
Reach 6. 
 
While Project D4 cannot claim credit for the proposed gravel placement for Upper Guadalupe River 
Reach 6 if it is not funded by the project. Once the work is completed, the fish habitat improvements 
can be highlighted under the Opportunities and Challenges section of the Project D4 writeup in the 
following annual report as positive work that is being done outside of the project. 

 
For further information, please contact Melanie Richardson at (408) 630-2035. 
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Report Name: Board Member Requests

1

Request Request 
Date

Director BAO/Chief Staff Description 20 Days Due
Date

Expected 
Comple ion 

Date

Disposition

I-19-0013 07/16/19 Varela Yoke Gordon What has Valley Water planned in 

the event of a county-wide PG&E 

interruption of service, what is our 

contingency plan? Please advise 

and copy Directors.

08/05/19

R-19-0009 07/23/19 Varela Richardson Gin Director Varela requested staff to 

provide information on a potential 

partnership agreement with the 

Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency

in the acquisition of Sargent 

Ranch Property located in the 

Southern portion of the County

08/14/19

R-19-0010 07/23/19 Hsueh Richardson Nguyen  

Collins

Director Hsueh requested staff 

look into using the Upper 

Guadalupe River Reach 6 Aquatic 

Habitat Improvement Project as a 

gravel augmentation site for SCW 

Guadalupe Watershed.

08/14/19

R-19-0011 07/23/19 Keegan  

Kremen

Callender Gibson Directors Keegan and Kremen 

requested staff to provide followup

report on SB-268

08/14/19
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