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CEO BULLETIN 
  

To:   Board of Directors 
From:  Norma J. Camacho, CEO 
 

 
Week of September 6 – September 12, 2019 

 

Board Executive Limitation Policy EL-7: 
The Board Appointed Officers shall inform and support the Board in its work. Further, a BAO shall 
1) inform the Board of relevant trends, anticipated adverse media coverage, or material 
external and internal changes, particularly changes in the assumptions upon which any Board 
policy has previously been established and 2) report in a timely manner an actual or 
anticipated noncompliance with any policy of the Board. 
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1 Anderson Dam Seismic Retrofit Project Board of Consultants Report #10 

2 Bay Area Regional Reliability (BARR) Partnership - Regional Water Market 
Program Kickoff Meeting  
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6 Santos 
Staff to investigate a water leak from an unknown source at the City of San 
Jose’s Penitencia Creek Park to determine if it’s a District raw water pipeline 
I-19-0016 

 
 
1. Anderson Dam Seismic Retrofit Project Board of Consultants Report #10 

 
On August 11, 2019, Valley Water received the tenth report from the Anderson Dam Seismic 
Retrofit Project's Board of Consultants. This report will be transmitted to the Board of Directors via 
non-agenda memorandum on September 13, 2019. 
 
For further information, please contact Christopher Hakes at (408) 630-3796. 

 
 

2. Bay Area Regional Reliability (BARR) Partnership - Regional Water Market Program 
Kickoff Meeting 

 
In September 2015, eight agencies came together to form the Bay Area Regional Reliability (BARR) 
Partnership (www.bayareareliability.com).  The agencies are the Alameda County Water District, 
Zone 7, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, the Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation 
Agency, Contra Costa Water District, East Bay Municipal Utility District, Marin Municipal Water 
District, and the Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water), referred collectively as the BARR 
Partners. In 2017, the BARR Partners published the Drought Contingency Plan, which identified 
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fifteen drought mitigation measures. One of the measures was the implementation of a Regional 
Water Market Program (Program) to help facilitate regional transfers and exchanges.  In 2018, the 
BARR Partners secured a $400,000 WaterSMART grant from U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to 
support the development of the Program.  
  
On August 26, 2019, Valley Water participated in the Regional Water Market Program 'kickoff 
meeting'. The goal of this effort is to establish a formalized process to evaluate and facilitate water 
transfer and exchange opportunities which support sustainable Bay Area water management and 
better prepare the region for future droughts or emergencies. This meeting focused on establishing 
a process to select pilot project(s), identify regional benefits, and to evaluate the feasibility of water 
transfer and exchange concepts. BARR Partners are expected to select two pilot project candidates 
by end of 2019; focused on support of existing and planned infrastructure projects, such as Los 
Vaqueros Expansion, and which tests coordinated use of conveyance and storage facilities for 
future water transfers and exchanges. Approval(s) for Central Valley Project and/or State Water 
Project transfers are targeted for summer of 2020 to adhere with deadlines of the grant funding. 
 
BARR Partners anticipate follow-up meetings in the coming months to develop tools and data which 
help identify opportunities and restrictions used in the pilot project(s) selection process. Valley 
Water will continue to participate and provide updates as the BARR Partnership moves forward. 
 
For further information, please contact Jerry De La Piedra (408) 630-2257. 

 
 

3. Crest Building Weatherproofing Update 
 
During rain events in February and March of 2019, weak spots in the weather proofing along the 
exterior base of the Crest Building contributed to multiple reports of water intrusion into the building. 
Water intrusion primarily affected the Child Development Center and the lower level parking garage. 
 
Valley Water took steps to temporarily repair the areas to prevent further water intrusion. The water 
intrusion also contributed to mold growth along the interior of east wall behind the floor coving, and 
on the ceiling of the parking garage. Valley Water acted promptly to assess the indoor air quality of 
the entirety of the Crest Building and verified there was no increased risk to the respiratory health 
of building occupants due to mold growth. Additionally, areas affected by mold were quickly cleaned 
and the affected building materials were removed from the facility. 
 
Valley Water has now initiated work aimed to leak and moisture proof the exterior east wall of the 
Crest Building. Long-term leak proofing measures consist of sloping and resealing the foundation 
away from the base of the wall, so that water may drain away from the building during rain events 
instead of pooling in place. At the current phase of repairs, workers have begun chipping away the 
existing stucco at the base of the wall to allow for the formation of the downward slope and 
resealing. Repairs are expected to run through the month of September. 
 
For further information, please contact Tina Yoke at (408) 630-2385. 

 
 

4. Governor's Water Policy Appointments  
 
Last week, the California Senate confirmed several gubernatorial water policy appointments. 
 
State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) 
The confirmations included two State Water Board members: Sean Maguire and Laurel Firestone. 
Mr. Maguire, a registered civil engineer, was appointed in December 2018 by Governor Brown. 
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Maguire has worked for the State Water Board since 2015 as a Storm Water Grant Program and 
Division of Water Rights Manager. Prior to joining the Board, he worked for an engineering 
consulting firm from 2003-2015. Ms. Firestone was appointed to the State Water Board by the 
Governor Newsom in February 2019. From 2006-2019 she co-founded and co-directed the 
Community Water Center. Maguire and Firestone now join Chair Joaquin Esquivel, Vice Chair 
Dorene D'Adamo, and Tam M. Doduc as Senate-confirmed members of the State Water Board. 
 
California Water Commission (CWC) 
The Senate also confirmed the appointment of Maria Gallegos Herrera as a member of the CWC. 
Ms. Herrera has served on the CWC since 2015 and was reappointed by Governor Newsom in 
March 2019. She has been working in community development with Self-Help Enterprises since 
2014. Before that, she was the Director of Community Advocacy at the Community Water Center 
from 2008 to 2014. Herrera is a native of Visalia. 
 
Regional Water Quality Control Boards 
Jane M. Gray was unanimously confirmed by the Senate as a member of the Central Coast 
Regional Water Quality Control Board. She was reappointed by Governor Brown in November 
2018, is a native of Goleta, and has been working for Dudek since 2006 as a Regional Planner and 
Project Manager. Before that, she was a Planner at the Santa Barbara County Long Range 
Planning Division from 2004 to 2006, and a Policy Planner for the County of Fresno from 2003 to 
2004. 
 
Governor Newsom will have the opportunity to make several regional water board appointments 
this year. The Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board has seven members, two of 
whom have terms expiring on September 30, 2019: Board Chair Jean-Pierre Wolff and Michael 
Johnston. The San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board is intended to have seven 
members, one of which is the vacancy created by the resignation of Board Chair Terry Young earlier 
this year, and two of whom have terms expiring on September 30, 2019, including 
William Kissinger and Cecilia Ogbu. 
 
California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal-EPA) 
The Office of Governor Newsom announced the appointment of Kristin Peer as Deputy Secretary 
and Special Counsel for Water Policy at Cal-EPA. Before joining Cal-EPA as an Assistant General 
Counsel in 2015, Peer served as a Deputy Attorney General in the Office of the Attorney General 
from 2010 to 2015. Kristin Peer was an Associate at the law firm of Miller, Starr, Regalia from 2007 
to 2019, and a Credit Analyst at Union Bank from 2002 to 2004. No Senate confirmation is required 
for her position. 
 
For further information, please contact Rachael Gibson at (408) 630-2884. 

 
 

5. September 2019 Penitencia Water Treatment Plant Shutdown Schedule 
 

On September 23, 2019, the Penitencia Water Treatment Plant (PWTP) will be shut down for two 
(2) weeks for our annual maintenance projects, which for this year include, treated water clearwell 
interior coating inspection, sludge pond relining, and biennial electrical testing among other plant-
wide inspection and preventive maintenance work.  During this period, when PWTP is off-line, we 
do not anticipate any impact to our east pipeline treated water retailers. The Santa Teresa Water 
Treatment Plant (STWTP) has enough production capacity to supply and meet peak treated water 
demand. In addition, the joint Valley Water-San Francisco Public Utilities Commission intertie facility 
will be on standby should any unforeseen operational constraints or emergencies occur.  
  
This year’s maintenance shut down period for the PWTP is outside of the normal winter 
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maintenance period (November to March), so as to stagger the shut down windows to allow for the 
completion of the Cross Valley and Calero Pipelines Inspection and Rehabilitation project which will 
impact the STWTP operations between November 2019 and February 2020.   
  
PWTP is scheduled to return to service by the end of the workday on Thursday, October 10, 2019. 
 
For further information, please contact Bhavani Yerrapotu at (408) 630-2735. 

 
 

6. Santos 
Staff to investigate a water leak from an unknown source at the City of San Jose’s 
Penitencia Creek Park to determine if it’s a District raw water pipeline 
I-19-0016 
 

On the morning of September 5, 2019, Valley Water staff went to the City of San Jose's Penitencia 
Creek Park to investigate the reported water leak.  Staff determined that Valley Water's raw water 
pipeline was not leaking and found a broken City of San Jose irrigation supply line that was leaking.  
Staff notified the City of San Jose and they turned off the water to that irrigation supply line, thereby 
stopping the leak that afternoon.  City of San Jose staff are currently repairing the irrigation supply 
line and it's estimated that the repair will be completed and the irrigation supply line back in service 
by September 12, 2019. 
 
For further information, please contact Aaron Baker at (408) 630-2135.
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Report Name: Board Member Requests

1

Request Request 
Date

Director BAO/Chief Staff Description 20 Days Due
Date

Expected 
Completion 

Date

Disposition

I-19-0016 09/05/19 Santos Hawk Baker Director Santos request,Staff to 

investigate a water leak from an 

unknown source at the City of San

Jose's Penitencia Creek Park to 

determine if it's a District raw 

water pipeline.

 .

09/25/19

R-19-0012 08/27/19 Lezotte Yoke Gordon Staff is to coordinate a mock 

active shooter exercise replicating 

an active shooter at a Board 

Meeting scenario, and investigate,

bringing on-site CERT Training 

(Community Emergency 

Response Team)

09/25/19
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Outlook as of September 1, 2019

Local Reservoirs

Groundwater

continued on back

• Total September 1 storage = 85,223 acre-feet
 » 98% of 20-year average for that date
 » 51% of total capacity
 » 76% of restricted capacity (166,808 acre-feet total storage capacity 
limited by seismic restrictions to 111,963 acre-feet)

• Approximately 804 acre-feet of imported water delivered into local reservoirs during 
August 2019

• Total estimated releases to streams (local and imported water) during August was       
8,087 acre-feet (based on preliminary hydrologic data)

• Groundwater conditions are very healthy, with total storage at the end of 2019 
predicted to fall well within Stage 1 (Normal) of Valley Water’s Water Shortage 
Contingency Plan. 

A monthly assessment of trends in water supply and use for Santa Clara County, California

Weather

September 2019

Water Tracker

Rainfall in San Jose:
• Month of August, City of San Jose = 0.0 inches
• The average daily high temperature for August was 84.4 degrees Fahrenheit.  

Temperature was above normal for the month

AF = acre-feet

August managed recharge estimate (AF) 4,800 1,400 3,100

January to August managed recharge estimate (AF) 29,600 8,500 17,000

January to August managed recharge, % of 5-year average 79% 137%  152%

July pumping estimate (AF) 6,100   1,500 4,600

January to July pumping estimate (AF)           27,900 6,600 20,400

GW index well level compared to last August    Same Increase Increase

January to July pumping, % of 5-year average 66% 105% 94%

Santa Clara Subbasin

Santa Clara Plain Coyote Valley

Llagas Subbasin

We began calendar year 2019 with groundwater storage well within Stage 1 (Normal) of Valley Water’s Water 
Shortage Contingency Plan despite below-normal local rainfall and statewide snow pack in calendar year 2018. 
In 2019, the statewide average snowpack water equivalent was well above normal and valley floor precipitation 
was also above normal. Countywide, groundwater storage remains healthy due to the wet winter and continued 
water use reduction by the community. In northern Santa Clara County, groundwater levels in many monitoring 
wells reached historic highs this spring and the basin is essentially full.
 

Treated Water • Above average demands of 12,511 acre-feet delivered in August
• This total is 108% of the five-year average for the month of August
• Year-to-date deliveries = 66,542 acre-feet or 100% of the five-year average
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• 2019 State Water Project (SWP) and Central Valley Project (CVP) allocations:
 » 2019 SWP allocation of 75%, which provides 75,000 acre-feet to Valley Water
 » 2019 South-of-Delta CVP allocations are 100% for M&I and 75% for Agriculture, 
which provides 122,325 acre-feet to Valley Water

• Statewide reservoir storage information, as of September 2, 2019:
 » Shasta Reservoir at 80% of capacity (127% of average for this date) 
 » Oroville Reservoir at 74% of capacity (113% of average for this date)
 » San Luis Reservoir at 60% of capacity (142% of average for this date)

• Valley Water’s Semitropic groundwater bank reserves are at 94% of capacity, or   
327,721 acre-feet, as of July 31, 2019

• Estimated SFPUC deliveries to Santa Clara County: 
 » Month of July = 4,919 acre-feet
 » 2019 Total to Date = 24,312 acre-feet
 » Five-year annual average is 48,700 acre-feet

• Board Governance Policy No. EL-5.3.3 includes keeping the Board informed of 
imported water management activities on an ongoing basis. In calendar year 2019, 
three imported water management agreements were executed as of September 3, 
2019

Imported Water

Conserved Water

Recycled Water

• Saved 75,687 acre-feet in FY18 from long-term program (baseline year is 1992)
• Long-term program goal is to save nearly 100,000 acre-feet by 2030
• The Board continues its call for a 20% reduction and a limit of three days per week  

for irrigation of ornamental landscape with potable water
• Through July, achieved a 24% reduction in water use in calendar year 2019, compared 

to 2013

• Estimated August 2019 production = 2,000 acre-feet
• Estimated Year-to-Date through August = 11,240 acre-feet or 85% of the five-year 

average 
• Silicon Valley Advanced Water Purification Center produced an estimated 1.3 billion 

gallons (4,100 acre-feet) of purified water in 2018.  Since the beginning of 2019, about 
3,000 acre-feet of purified water has been produced.  The purified water is blended with 
existing tertiary recycled water for South Bay Water Recycling Program’s customers

© 2019 Valley Water • 09/2019 

Follow us on:
/scvwd /valleywater /valleywater

To get eNews,  
drop an email to:

info@valleywater.org

For more information, contact Customer Relations at  
(408) 630-2880, or visit our website at valleywater.org 

and use our Access Valley Water customer request and 
information system. With three easy steps, you can use this 
service to find out the latest information on district projects 

or to submit questions, complaints or compliments 
directly to a district staff person.

CONTACT US
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Report Name: Correspondence (open)

1

Correspond
No

Rec'd By
District

Rec'd By
COB

Letter To Letter From Description Disposition BAO/ 
Chief

Staff Draft Response 
Due Date

Draft Response 
Submitted

Writer Ack. Sent Final Response 
Due Date

C-19-0226 09/11/19 09/11/19 All LISA 

GILLMORE 

CITY OF 

SANTA CLARA

Letter from City of Santa Clara 

Mayor, Lisa Gillmor requesting the

preservation of the Freedom 

Bridge.

Refer to 

Staff

Callende

r

Gibson 09/19/19 n/a 09/25/19

C-19-0227 09/11/19 09/11/19 All SUZANNE 

SOLMONSON

Letter from Suzanne Solmonson 

requesting that the Board allow 

her to file a late claim for a 

damaged fence.

Refer to 

Staff

Yamamo

to

Cahen 09/19/19 n/a 09/25/19
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