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To:   Board of Directors 
From:  Norma J. Camacho, CEO 
 

 
Week of November 15 – November 21, 2019 

 

Board Executive Limitation Policy EL-7: 
The Board Appointed Officers shall inform and support the Board in its work. Further, a BAO shall 1) inform the 
Board of relevant trends, anticipated adverse media coverage, or material external and internal changes, 
particularly changes in the assumptions upon which any Board policy has previously been established and 2) 
report in a timely manner an actual or anticipated noncompliance with any policy of the Board. 
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2 California Stormwater Quality Association Representation 

3 
Cross Valley and Calero Pipelines Shutdown for Inspection and Rehabilitation 
Work 

4 Cunningham Flood Detention Certification Project: Ribbon Cutting Event 

5 
Valley Water and Santa Clara County Received Grant for Invasive Mussel 
Infestation Prevention 

 

1. Annual Fall Trip to Washington, D.C., Advances Key Projects and Priorities 
 

On November 12 through November 14, 2019 CEO Norma Camacho led the Valley Water 
delegation on the annual fall advocacy trip to Washington, D.C., where the delegation advocated 
for Valley Water's funding and legislative interests on several of the Board's priority projects and 
initiatives, including the Anderson Dam Seismic Retrofit project (Anderson Project), the Pacheco 
Reservoir Expansion project, and the Upper Guadalupe, Upper Llagas, Shoreline, Coyote Creek, 
and Upper Penitencia Creek Flood Protection Projects, among others. The delegation conducted 
twenty-two meetings over two and a half days with Administration officials and agency staff, 
members of our Congressional delegation, and key committee staff in order to keep these priority 
projects moving forward expeditiously to the benefit of our communities. 
 
In particular, the delegation had positive meetings about the Anderson Project with the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the Federal Permitting Improvement Steering Council (FPISC), 
and Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren. At NMFS, senior officials acknowledged the critical importance 
of protecting life and property. At FPISC, the executive director discussed a potential path for the 
Anderson Project toward the FAST-41 Program, a national permitting dashboard that would bring 
transparency and certainty to the project's permitting schedule. Congresswoman Lofgren continues 
to be engaged in the project and our progress with the regulatory agencies, and she appreciated 
the steps Valley Water has taken to demonstrate that the Anderson Project is the agency's top 
priority. She will convene a meeting between Valley Water and federal regulatory agencies involved 
the project, in Washington, D.C. tentatively scheduled for December 4, 2019. 
 
For further information, please contact Rachael Gibson at (408)630-2884.
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2. California Stormwater Quality Association Representation 
 
The California Stormwater Quality Association (CASQA) is a professional member association that 
advances sustainable stormwater management to protect California water resources. It is led by an 
eleven-member Board of Directors from different categories of stormwater permittees who are 
elected for two-year terms. Valley Water staff Kirsten Struve was recently elected to serve on the 
2020 CASQA Board of Directors. Kirsten has been leading Valley Water's stormwater permit 
compliance and stormwater resource planning efforts, through the Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff 
Pollution Prevention Program (SCVURPPP), for the past three years. Serving on the CASQA Board 
will help both SCVURPPP and Valley Water represent Northern California's stormwater 
management issues. In addition, membership on the CASQA Board will allow Kirsten to bring Valley 
Water’s perspective on stormwater management to set priorities and annual objectives for CASQA.   
 
CASQA's membership is comprised of a diverse range of stormwater quality management 
organizations and individuals, including over 180 cities, 23 counties, special districts, federal 
agencies, state agencies, ports, universities and school districts, wastewater agencies, water 
suppliers, industries, and consulting firms throughout the state.  CASQA was formed in 1989 as the 
California Stormwater Quality Task Force and has been an advisor and partner to regulators with a 
culture of collaboration and cooperation, working with permittees, regulators, and other 
stakeholders to develop solutions to complex challenges related to stormwater management. Valley 
Water has actively supported the annual CASQA conference through technical presentations, 
developing and moderating sessions, and facilitating discussion sessions. 
 
Kirsten also chairs the Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program 
(SCVURPPP) Management committee and serves on the Board of Directors for the Bay Area 
Stormwater Management Agencies Association (BASMAA) representing SCVURPPP. 
 
For further information, please contact Lisa Bankosh at (408) 630-2618.  

 
 
3. Cross Valley and Calero Pipelines Shutdown for Inspection and Rehabilitation Work 
 
The Cross Valley and Calero Pipelines will be isolated and taken out of service for inspection and 
rehabilitation for approximately three months from November 19, 2019 until February 28, 2020. The 
Cross Valley and Calero Pipelines are Valley Water's large diameter raw water pipelines extending 
from Anderson Reservoir to Calero Reservoir. These pipelines are Valley Water's only way to 
convey untreated water from San Luis Reservoir and Anderson Reservoir to the North County Raw 
Water Distribution System. 
 
During this shutdown period, the three drinking water treatment plants will not have access to water 
from San Luis Reservoir and Anderson Reservoir. The primary source of raw water for the three 
treatment plants will be the South Bay Aqueduct (SBA). In the event of an unplanned disruption of 
service from the SBA, water can be taken through the Valley Water-SFPUC Intertie to support the 
East Side Treated Water System, if available. Also, Calero Reservoir is available as a limited 
backup source after work on the Calero Pipeline is completed towards the end of December 2019. 
Valley Water has been working with retailers and have kept them informed of the reduced 
redundancy during this shutdown.  
 
Ten untreated surface water customers receive water directly from the Cross Valley Pipeline. These 
customers were notified in May 2019 that they will be out of service during the shutdown. 
 
For further information, please contact Aaron Baker at (408) 630-2135.
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4. Cunningham Flood Detention Certification Project: Ribbon Cutting Event 
 
Valley Water hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony on Wednesday, November 20, 2019, to mark the 
completion of the Cunningham Flood Detention Certification Project in San Jose. An event was held 
at the park’s Cypress Pavilion. Chief Operating Officer, Watersheds, Melanie Richardson served 
as master of ceremonies, while Director Varela and San Jose Councilmember Sylvia Arenas 
provided remarks to attendees. A mockup of the project’s legacy sign was also unveiled. 
 
Lake Cunningham Regional Park serves as a detention area by storing water within the park during 
a storm to help prevent flooding downstream of the park. To meet Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) certification requirements, an existing levee was raised by up to four feet along 
Capitol Expressway and Cunningham Avenue. In addition, a floodwall ranging from one to four feet 
high was constructed along Cunningham Avenue and Flint Creek. These improvements, in 
combination with the completed Lower Silver Creek Flood Protection Project improvements, will 
protect approximately 3,800 properties from a 100-year flood event. 
 
For further information, please contact Rick Callender at (408) 630-2017.

 
 
5. Valley Water and Santa Clara County Received Grant for Invasive Mussel Infestation 

Prevention 
 
In order to prevent California (CA) waterways from invasive mussel infestation, the CA Department 
of Boating and Waterways (DBW) is authorized to provide invasive mussel infestation prevention 
grants. Public agencies that own or manage any aspect of uninfested waterways are eligible to 
apply for a grant. Funding priority is given to agencies with a mussel prevention plan complying with 
CA Code of Regulations Title 14 §672.1(b) and approved by CA Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
 
In October 2019, Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department (County) received three 
prevention grants with total funding of $1 M from DBW for the period of November 18, 2019 to 
November 17, 2021. This was an increase of $749,000 from the previous grant period. The increase 
is related to new application requirements of the grant program guidelines.  
 
The grant will be used towards costs relating to the Vessel Inspection Program at Anderson, Calero, 
Coyote, Lexington, and Stevens Creek reservoirs as well as public education and outreach. The 
additional funding will be used for site improvements at Stevens Creek Reservoir, to offset the cost 
increase for mussel inspector wages, plus benefits, and to implement additional public outreach, 
education and survey requirements. 
 
Per the Valley Water-County Vessel Inspection Program Funding Agreement, grant funds received 
will be equally shared between Valley Water and County and will offset any program cost increase.  
 
Valley Water has been instrumental in completing the mussel prevention plan and invasive mussel 
monitoring in Valley Water’s reservoirs, leading to the grant approval. 
 
For more information, please contact Bhavani Yerrapotu at (408) 630-2735. 

 

5



BOARD MEMBER REQUESTS
  and Informational Items 

6



Report Name: Board Member Requests

1

Request Request 
Date

Director BAO/Chief Staff Description 20 Days Due
Date

Expected 
Completion 

Date

Disposition

I-19-0018 10/31/19 Lezotte Richardson Gin Staff to provide a response to Mr. 

Muirhead's comments made at the

10/25 BPPC meeting on 

regulatory permitting process.

11/20/19

I-19-0019 11/04/19 Kremen Hawk Yerrapotu Director Kremen is requesting a 

list of small community services 

districts and well owner 

associations

11/24/19

I-19-0020 11/07/19 Varela Hawk Jacobson  

Kao

At the November 7, 2019 San Luis

&Delta-Mendota Water Authority 

meeting Director Varela asked for 

a rate impact analysis of the San 

Luis Transmission Project, and for 

the potential impact on the benefit-

cost analysis due to the pending 

Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission's Order 841.

12/09/19

I-19-0021 11/20/19 Kremen Hawk Baker From the SFPUC Intertie tour, 

Director Kremen is requesting the 

following information: Where it 

would make sense to add other 

system interties, Capacity Analysis

related to SFPUC/BAWSCA's 

request to move Los Vaqueros 

Expansion water through Valley 

Water's system; any analysis on 

adding solar panels at the facility, 

or additional fuel storage, potential

for using the site as a backup 

SCADA control center to operate 

the water treatment plants, and, 

Security needs and if this was 

addressed in a recent security 

12/10/19 12/20/2019 11/20/19 Information Only: Erin Baker sent email 

regarding due date for request from Director due from

Dec 10 to Dec 20.  Email is attached.
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Report Name: Board Member Requests

2

Request Request 
Date

Director BAO/Chief Staff Description 20 Days Due
Date

Expected 
Completion 

Date

Disposition

assessment.

R-19-0014 11/12/19 Varela Camacho Chinte Director Varela requesting the 

CEO provide a report to the 

Directors via one-on-one meetings

or confidential memo on the 

cancellation of the October 28, 

2019 Joint SCVWD/Morgan 

Hill/Gilroy Board/Council meeting.

12/04/19
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Report Name: Correspondence (open)

1

Correspond
No

Rec'd By
District

Rec'd By
COB

Letter To Letter From Description Disposition BAO/ 
Chief

Staff Draft Response 
Due Date

Draft Response 
Submitted

Writer Ack. Sent Final Response 
Due Date

C-19-0262 11/19/19 11/19/19 All TY GREAVES Email from Ty Greaves to Director

Santos requesting that the District

remove a person living under the 

Bob Gross Perk Pond Bridge.

Refer to 

Staff

Richards

on

Tippets 11/27/19 n/a 12/03/19
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