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Board Correspondence Weekly Report: No Outstanding Items 
Memo from Darin Taylor, Chief Financial Officer, to Board of Directors, dated 
December 20, 2019, regarding Summary of Monthly Report of Investments, 
November 2019. 
Memo from Nina Hawk, Chief Operating Officer, Water Utilities, to Norma 
Camacho, Chief Executive Officer, dated December 23, 2019, regarding 
Emergency Declaration to Repair Almaden Valley Pipeline, pursuant to Public 
Contract Code § 22050. 
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 Letter from District 7 Director G. Kremen, to Marina Lipkind, Los Altos 

resident, dated December 23, 2019, responding to request for Valley Water 
relinquishment of land rights (Board Correspondence No. C-19-0275) 

   

 

Board Policy EL-7 Communication and Support to the Board 
The BAOs shall inform and support the Board in its work. 
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CEO Bulletin Page 1 of 2 

CEO BULLETIN 
 

To: Board of Directors 
From: Norma J. Camacho, CEO 

Week of December 20, 2019 – December 26, 2019 
Board Executive Limitation Policy EL-7: 
The Board Appointed Officers shall inform and support the Board in its work. Further, a BAO shall 1) inform the 
Board of relevant trends, anticipated adverse media coverage, or material external and internal changes, 
particularly changes in the assumptions upon which any Board policy has previously been established and 2) 
report in a timely manner an actual or anticipated noncompliance with any policy of the Board. 

Item IN THIS ISSUE 
1 Almaden Lake Improvement Project - Release of Draft Environmental Impact 

Report 

2 Bureau of Reclamation Releases Final Environmental Impact Statement for 
Long-Term Operations of the Central Valley Project and State Water Project 

3 Valley Water to Explore Battery Storage Systems to Increase Resiliency 

4 Hsueh 
Response to Director Hsueh question regarding expanding the Water 101 
Ambassador Program to increase from three to five ambassadors per District. 
I-19-0023

1. Almaden Lake Improvement Project - Release of Draft Environmental Impact Report

Valley Water has released a draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) on the Almaden Lake 
Improvement Project for a 45-day public review from December 13, 2019 through January 27, 2020. 
The draft EIR can be viewed using this link to Valley Water's web page:  

https://www.valleywater.org/project-updates/almaden-lake-improvement-project 

A public meeting will be held on January 8, 2020 in the Valley Water Headquarters Board Room to 
discuss the draft EIR and solicit public comments.  A final EIR is planned to go to the Valley Water 
Board to adopt a resolution certifying the final EIR by summer 2020.   

For further information, please contact Ngoc Nguyen at (408) 630-2632.

2. Bureau of Reclamation Releases Final Environmental Impact Statement for Long-Term
Operations of the Central Valley Project and State Water Project

On December 19, 2019, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation released their final Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for long-term operations of the Central Valley Project and State Water Project 
under the new biological opinions that were issued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
National Marine Fisheries Service in October of 2019.  
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Week of December 20 – December 26, 2019 

The final EIS is posted at the following website: 

https://www.usbr.gov/mp/nepa/nepa_project_details.php?Project_ID=39181 

Under the National Environmental Policy Act, Reclamation cannot issue a Record of Decision and 
begin operating to the new biological opinions for at least 30-days from release of the final EIS, or 
no earlier than January 21, 2020. As a Cooperating Agency, Valley Water reviewed and provided 
comments jointly with the State Water Contractors on the draft EIS that was released for a 45-day 
public review period in July 2019. The State Water Contractors comments were aimed at improving 
the technical analysis presented in the draft EIS and clarifying the description of alternatives. Valley 
Water will work with the State Water Contractors to assess whether the comments were addressed 
sufficiently.  

For further information, please contact Garth Hall at (408) 630-2750.

3. Valley Water to Explore Battery Storage Systems to Increase Resiliency

In response to the recent Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) Power Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) 
events, Valley Water is evaluating a recent California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) decision 
to expand an existing Self-Generation Incentive Program (SGIP) by establishing an Equity 
Resiliency Budget designed to provide rebates for battery storage systems installed for critical 
customers located in high fire-threat districts.   

Valley Water estimates that 10-20 remote sites, including critical reservoir sites, could qualify for 
the SGIP Equity Resiliency Budget to fully, or nearly fully subsidize the installation of a battery 
storage system and help the sites stay operational during a PSPS event. Valley Water is working 
with Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) to confirm site eligibility, system requirements, and the 
anticipated development schedule for the application process. 

For further information, please contact Bhavani Yerrapotu at (408) 630-2735. 

4. Hsueh
Response to Director Hsueh question regarding expanding the Water 101 Ambassador
Program to increase from three to five ambassadors per District.
I-19-0023

In response to Director Hsueh’s question, Valley Water staff did consider possibly expanding the 
program to include four ambassadors per district, however, during the recruitment process, there 
were challenges in soliciting an adequate number of applicants for some districts. With three 
ambassadors per district, we can ensure that each district is represented equally by highly qualified 
ambassadors. Having a smaller cohort ensures that sessions remain engaging, informative and 
“close-knit”, creating a holistic and inclusive learning environment. Valley Water recommends 
maintaining the level of three candidates for this year. 

For further information, please contact Rick Callender at (408) 630-2017.
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Report Name: Board Member Requests

1

Request Request 
Date

Director BAO/Chief Staff Description 20 Days Due
Date

Expected 
Completion 

Date

Disposition

I-19-0020 11/07/19 Varela Hawk Jacobson  

Kao

At the November 7, 2019 San Luis

&Delta-Mendota Water Authority 

meeting Director Varela asked for 

a rate impact analysis of the San 

Luis Transmission Project, and for 

the potential impact on the benefit-

cost analysis due to the pending 

Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission's Order 841.

12/09/19 12/30/2019 12/05/19 CEO Bulletin: Staff requested additional 

time based on information being provided by outside 

agency.  Response time extended to 12/30/19.

I-19-0021 11/20/19 Kremen Hawk Baker From the SFPUC Intertie tour, 

Director Kremen is requesting the 

following information: Where it 

would make sense to add other 

system interties, Capacity Analysis

related to SFPUC/BAWSCA's 

request to move Los Vaqueros 

Expansion water through Valley 

Water's system; any analysis on 

adding solar panels at the facility, 

or additional fuel storage, potential

for using the site as a backup 

SCADA control center to operate 

the water treatment plants, and, 

Security needs and if this was 

addressed in a recent security 

assessment.

12/10/19 12/20/2019 11/20/19 Information Only: Erin Baker sent email 

regarding due date for request from Director due from

Dec 10 to Dec 20.  Email is attached.

I-19-0022 12/16/19 Kremen Callender Hoang Provide Director Kremen with all 

District 7 Access Valley Water 

comments for the last 24 month.

01/05/20

I-19-0023 12/18/19 Hsueh Callender Tran Director Hsueh has asked staff to 

consider expanding the Water 101

Ambassador program. For 

example increase to five 

01/07/20
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Report Name: Board Member Requests

2

Request Request 
Date

Director BAO/Chief Staff Description 20 Days Due
Date

Expected 
Completion 

Date

Disposition

ambassadors per District.

I-19-0024 12/20/19 Kremen Hawk Yerrapotu What has been the all in cost of 

water/acre-foot from our recycling 

plant in the last 12 and 24 

months?  Please show 

calculations including cost on 

bonds, final capital costs, all O&M,

membrane reserve etc?

What is the name plate rating on 

water production and what have 

we produced in the last 12 and 24 

months?

01/09/20

I-19-0025 12/20/19 Lezotte  

Santos

Yoke Gordon Chairperson LeZotte and Director 

Santos requested that staff 

investigate SJPD's non-response 

to a 12/20/19 traffic incident 

adjacent to the PWTP, and 

provide the Board written 

information on how such an 

incident should have been 

addressed, given its proximity to 

the WTP.

01/12/20

R-19-0014 11/12/19 Varela Camacho Chinte Director Varela requesting the 

CEO provide a report to the 

Directors via one-on-one meetings

or confidential memo on the 

cancellation of the October 28, 

2019 Joint SCVWD/Morgan 

Hill/Gilroy Board/Council meeting.

12/04/19

R-19-0015 11/26/19 Lezotte King Meredith Chair LeZotte is requesting staff 

provide the purpose and scope of 

the board Audit Committee and 

process that is used to add items 

12/23/19
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Report Name: Board Member Requests

3

Request Request 
Date

Director BAO/Chief Staff Description 20 Days Due
Date

Expected 
Completion 

Date

Disposition

on committee workplans.

R-19-0016 11/26/19 Keegan Richardson Nguyen Director Keegan is requesting a 

comprehensive lessons learned 

on Permanente Creek Flood 

Protection Project when complete;

and share with Board.

12/23/19

R-19-0017 12/17/19 Keegan Richardson Tippets Provide Board with Access Valley 

Water comments received on 

stream maintenance sorted by 

improved and unimproved 

channels.

01/07/20
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Report Name: Correspondence (open)

1

Correspond
No

Rec'd By
District

Rec'd By
COB

Letter To Letter From Description Disposition BAO/ 
Chief

Staff Draft Response 
Due Date

Draft Response 
Submitted

Writer Ack. Sent Final Response 
Due Date

C-19-0277 12/16/19 12/16/19 All DHRUV 

KHANNA

Emails between Dhruv Khanna, 

Rick Callender and Tim Chiala 

dated 12/13/19 and 12/16/19 

regarding the 12/16 Agricultural 

Committee meeting.

Noted and 

Filed

12/24/19 n/a 12/30/19
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Board correspondence has been removed from the online posting of the 
Non-Agenda to protect personal contact information.  Lengthy reports/

attachments may also be removed due to file size limitations.  

Copies of board correspondence and/or reports/attachments are available 
by submitting a public records request to 

publicrecords@valleywater.org 
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