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Week of July 19 – July 25, 2019 

Quarterly Water Retailer Meeting 
 
A productive Quarterly Water Retailer Meeting was held at Valley Water on July 17, 2019. The 
meeting was well attended and the group received information on many issues, projects, and other 
efforts Valley Water is undertaking including:   
 
• Artesian Well Conditions 
• 2021 Urban Water Master Plan Projections 
• Cross Valley/ Calero Pipeline Shutdown 
• Water Supply Master Plan 
• Los Gatos Creek listing for 303(d) 
• Cyanotoxin Response Plan.   
 
A copy of the meeting Agenda is included in the July 23, 2019, Board Agenda Packet, Item 4.1.32. 
 
For further information, please contact Bhavani Yerrapotu at (408) 630-2735. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Revision of BAO Interpretation for Outcome Measure OM 4.1.1.c 
 
Valley Water approved a revision of the outcome measure OM 4.1.1.c, which previously stated, 
"Fish tissue concentration of methyl mercury that meets Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 
objectives (target = 1.5 nanogram (ng) total methyl mercury per liter water)." The revised Board 
Appointed Officer (BAO) interpretation will be, "Continued implementation and evaluation of 
management practices to achieve declining methylmercury in fish within impaired reservoirs in 
the Guadalupe Watershed." The change was needed to ensure the BAO interpretation matches 
the TMDL for the Guadalupe River watershed, which sets fish targets at 0.05 or 0.1 parts per 
million (ppm) depending on the size of the fish and a water target of 1.5 ng/L in the hypolimnion of 
the reservoirs. The previous outcome measure mixed up the fish and water target. While the 
reservoirs typically meet the water objective, the fish concentrations, while slowly decreasing in 
some of the reservoirs, may not be realistic to meet. The new metric clarifies the TMDL targets 
and allows Valley Water to show progress and recognize success on the major improvements in 
the reservoirs so far even if targets are not met. 
 
For further information, please contact Lisa Bankosh at (408) 630-2618. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

San Luis Delta Mendota Water Authority Tour 
 

On Thursday, July 11, 2019, the San Luis Delta Mendota Water Authority conducted a tour of the 
San Luis Reservoir BF Sisk Dam and the existing Pacheco Reservoir and Dam as a part of their 
regularly scheduled Board Meeting. A presentation was given by staff from the United States 
Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) regarding a potential BF Sisk Dam raise that would be performed 
in conjunction with required seismic stability improvements for the existing dam. Valley Water 
made a presentation outlining the current status and potential benefits of the Pacheco Reservoir 
Expansion Project, including a brief discussion regarding its inclusion within the San Luis Low 
Point Improvement Project as the National Economic Development Alternative and Locally 
Preferred option. Members of the Water Authority, including Valley Water Directors, Kremen, 
Santos, and Varela, participated in an onsite tour of both proposed projects, as well as question 
and answer sessions. 

 
USBR staff is planning on releasing the public draft of the San Luis Low Point Improvement 
Project (SLLPIP) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/ Environmental Impact Report (EIR) on 
Friday, July 26, 2019. The Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project is currently listed within the EIS/ 
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EIR as the locally preferred option, and the EIS/ EIR will identify potential impacts and mitigation 
measures for this and other alternative evaluations for the SLLPIP. The EIS/EIR will be available 
for public review and comment for 45 calendar days. 
 
For further information, please contact Chris Hakes at (408) 630-3796. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Valley Water puts State Fire Prevention Requirements into Practice 
 

In an effort to reduce the risk of vegetation and forest fires, the California Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) is stepping up their vegetation fire prevention efforts this summer. 
The Santa Clara Unit of CAL FIRE sends out notifications to businesses and agencies to remind 
them that prevention measures must be followed when engaging in hot work*, including mowing 
operations and using equipment with an internal combustion engine near vegetation or forested 
areas. Some of the required preventive measures include: 

 

• Prohibitions against engaging in hot work operations within 24 hours of a predicted “Red Flag 
Event” or when weather sampling indicates that the ambient temperature has reached or exceeds 
80 degrees Fahrenheit and relative humidity is at or below 30%, with wind speeds reaching 10 
miles per hour or higher 

• Requirements to have a round-point shovel with an overall length of 46-inches and a 5-gallon 
backpack water extinguisher readily accessible during hot work operations near grass, brush, or 
forested areas 

• Yearly inspections on certain fleet vehicles, heavy equipment, and gas-powered cutting 
equipment to ensure that spark arresters/ exhaust systems are in good working condition  

  

In order to comply with these CAL FIRE requirements, Valley Water’s work instruction for “Hot 
Work” has been revised to incorporate CAL FIRE preventive measures. Affected Valley Water 
staff have received training and were issued the necessary equipment to comply with the CAL 
FIRE requirements. For fleet vehicles, heavy equipment, and gas-powered equipment, the 
required spark arrestor/ exhaust inspections are integrated in with regularly scheduled 
maintenance activities.  

 
*Hot Work – Any activity involving burning, welding, heat treating, grinding, thawing pipe, powder-
driven fasteners, hot riveting, or similar applications producing a spark, flame, heat, explosion, or 
operating equipment with an internal combustion engine such as a chain saw, weed-eater, 
mower, off-highway vehicle, and cranes near vegetation. Equipment powered by an internal 
combustion engine has the potential, under certain conditions, to expel hot exhaust particles 
which are capable of creating an ignition source for potential fires. 
 
For further information, please contact Tina Yoke at (408) 630-2385. 
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Report Name: Board Member Requests

1

Request Request 
Date

Director BAO/Chief Staff Description 20 Days Due
Date

Expected 
Comple ion 

Date

Disposition

I-19-0013 07/16/19 Varela Yoke Gordon What has Valley Water planned in 

the event of a county-wide PG&E 

interruption of service, what is our 

contingency plan? Please advise 

and copy Directors.

08/05/19
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