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Providing flood protection to more than 5,700 homes and businesses 

in Palo Alto, Menlo Park and East Palo Alto.
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Flood Protection  |  Ecosystem Restoration  |  Recreation

S F C J PA . O R G

1

2 4
3

Funding Sources
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Through its November 2000 Clean, Safe Creeks and 
Natural Flood Protection Plan, the district secured $10.6 
million for the planning and design of flood protection in 
the San Francisquito Creek watershed.

In November 2012, Santa Clara County voters approved 
the district’s Safe, Clean Water and Natural Flood 
Protection Program which included $35.5 million for 
the construction of the improvements designed for the 
Bay to Highway101 reach and remediation of channel 
constrictions upstream of Highway 101.

San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority 
The SFCJPA received grant funds from the Department of 
Water Resources, which includes approximately $8 million 
from Proposition 1E funds and approximately $4 million 
from Proposition 84 funds for construction of the Bay to 
Highway101 reach, and is actively pursuing additional 
funding from state and federal sources for construction of 
improvements upstream of Highway 101.

Caltrans
Caltrans is funding the construction of the Highway 101 
Bridge replacement, as well as about 90 percent of the 
costs to replace the Newell Road Bridge.

San Mateo County jurisdictions
For the Bay to Highway 101 segment, San Mateo County 
is contributing $2.06 million, the City of East Palo Alto 
is contributing $1.26 million, the City of Menlo Park 
is contributing $800,000, and the City of Palo Alto is 
contributing $400,000. 

The SFCJPA and its partners are currently considering 
additional funding mechanisms to implement the SFCJPA’s 
long-term objective of removing all parcels in the San 
Francisquito Creek floodplain from FEMA flood insurance 
requirements. 

Contact Us
Len Materman, Executive Director
San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority
615 B Menlo Avenue
Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 324-1972
jpa@sfcjpa.org

For more information, visit sfcjpa.org.
Para obtener información en español, por favor  
comuníquese con Kevin Murray, kmurray@sfcjpa.org  
o al 650-324-1972. 

Historical flood photos

The watershed and floodplain of San Francisquito Creek 
encompasses approximately 50 square miles from the 
Santa Cruz Mountains to San Francisco Bay, with the creek 
serving as the boundary between Santa Clara and San 
Mateo counties. 

After the historic flood of 1998, the cities of Palo Alto, 
Menlo Park and East Palo Alto, the San Mateo County 
Flood Control District and the Santa Clara Valley Water 
District joined together to create the San Francisquito Creek 
Joint Powers Authority. In addition to addressing issues 
of flooding, the SFCJPA projects also provide ecosystem 
restoration and enhance recreational opportunities.

The SFCJPA is governed by a board of directors with 
elected officials representing each of the five member 
agencies. With the goal of transforming San Francisquito 
Creek from a divisive liability into a unifying asset, the 
SFCJPA plans, designs and implements projects from the 
upper watershed to coastal wetlands that are of mutual 
interest to these jurisdictions.

San Francisquito Creek  
Joint Powers Authority
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San Francisquito Creek upstream of Highway 101

San Francisquito Creek downstream of Highway 101

Upstream of Highway 101
The project to address creek flooding along San 
Francisquito Creek upstream of Highway 101 is in the 
planning and environmental review phase, and includes a 
robust stakeholder process throughout.

Community input for the upstream of Highway 101 project 
has helped guide planning toward a project that will be 
both meaningful and achievable: meaningful, in that it can 
protect against a creek flow similar to the 1998 flood of 
record; and achievable, in that it is feasible in the near 
future, within regulatory and funding constraints. 

The SFCJPA published a Revised Notice of Preparation 
(NOP) for a draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) in 
December 2016. Four scoping meetings were held in 
January and February 2017 and two workshops and a 
site tour are planned for October 2017. Based on public 
input, several additional and optimized combinations 
of alternatives are being evaluated. The alternatives will 
be weighed against the project objectives and potential 
environmental impacts to determine a preferred alternative 
that, when implemented, would maximize flood protection 
and minimize adverse impacts to adjacent communities and 
the environment, seek to minimize requirements for new 
land easements, and, where possible, incorporate green 
infrastructure. The Draft EIR is planned to be released by 
early 2018 and will include a public comment period.

Simultaneously, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is 
preparing a similar federal document, an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS), to potentially aid in the 
implementation of a project. 

Schedule
• The SFCJPA Draft EIR is expected to become publicly 

available by early 2018. 

• The City of Palo Alto is managing a separate 
environmental review for replacement of the Newell 
Road Bridge, and a Draft EIR is expected to be also 
released in early 2018.

• Caltrans is currently replacing the Highway 101 
bridge over San Francisquito Creek, which is a major 
constriction to creek flow, and expects the new bridge to 
be completed by early 2018.

• The SFCJPA is incorporating these evaluations to 
consider cumulative environmental effects and optimum 
project synchronization to minimize temporary 
construction impacts.

San Francisquito Creek

About the project
San Francisquito Creek has a history of flooding homes 
and businesses in Palo Alto, East Palo Alto and Menlo 
Park. Flooding occurred in 2012, as recently as 2017, 
and the largest recorded flood event, since measurements 
began in 1930, occurred in February 1998, affecting 
more than 1,700 homes and businesses with more than 
$28 million in damages. The 1998 event was measured 
at 7,200 cubic feet per second (cfs) at the United 
States Geological Survey stream gauge upstream of the 
floodplain; this flow is now estimated by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to represent a 70-year flood event.

Project background

Bay to Highway 101
The flood protection improvements along the segment 
of San Francisquito Creek from Highway 101 to San 
Francisco Bay is currently being constructed. Upon 
completion, this project will provide protection from a 1% 
(or 100-year) creek flow event during an extreme high 
tide, with more than several feet of sea level rise. The 
improvements include: widening the creek channel into 
the Palo Alto golf course; building acres of new marsh 
between floodwalls or levees; enhancing connectivity 
between the creek and adjacent marsh; and improving 
access to trails and existing marsh habitat, including on a 
horizontal levee that can adapt to sea level rise. 

Schedule
• Construction began in 2016 and is scheduled to be 

completed in late 2018. 

A graphic representation not intended as a technical exhibit. Map is not to scale.

Ma

Barron
Creek

Mata
der

o C
re

ek

N

Middle�eld Rd

Chaucer St

Louis Rd

Colorado Ave

Loma Verde Ave

Un
ive

rsi
ty 

Av
e

University
 Ave

N
ew

el
l R

d

Berryessa St

Pa
lo

 A
lto

 A
ve

Newell Rd

Stockton Pl

Mor
en

o A
ve

Colo
nia

l L
n

Ba
ut

ist
a 

Ct

Fulton St

Edgewood Dr

Sou
thw

oo
d D

r

Rh
od

es
 D

r

Hamilton Ave

N
ew

el
l R

d

Ross Rd

Greer Rd

Edgewood Dr

Cali
for

nia
 Av

e

C
en

te
r D

r

Amar
illo

 Av
e

Ore
go

n A
ve

Hale St

Pitman Ave

Harker Ave

Seneca St

H
ar

rie
t S

t

Clar
a D

r

G
eng R

d

Rh
od

es
 D

r

Garl
an

d D
r

Fife Ave

Forest Ave

Parkinson Ave

Bo
yc

e 
Av

e

Fulton St

H
ea

th
er

 L
n

Dana Ave

David Ave

Greenwood Ave

Hopkins Ave

Morris Dr

Mar
sh

all
 D

r

Walnut Dr

Maddux D
r

Elsi
no

re
 D

r

Sutt
er

 Av
e

Barbara Dr

W
ild

w
oo

d 
Ln

Martin Ave

Ivy Ln

Iris Way

Faber Pl

Kenneth Dr

Bruce Dr

Lois Ln

Ja
ck

so
n 

Dr

Pa
tri

cia
 L

n

Walter Hays Dr

Santa Ana St

Stel
lin

g D
r

Crescent Dr

Guinda St

St
an

le
y 

W
ay

Northampton Dr

Ad
di

so
n 

Av
e

Indian Dr

Al
es

te
r A

ve

Sou
tha

mpto
n D

r
Je

ffe
rs

on
 D

r

Kings Ln

Hilbar Ln

W
ar

re
n W

ay

Janice Way

Vernon Ter

Den
nis

 D
r

Mea
do

w Cir

Syca
more Dr

Ster
n A

ve

De
 S

ot
o 

Dr

Tulip Ln

Ames
 Av

e

Fallen Leaf St

M
ad

iso
n 

W
ay

Thomas Dr

Celi
a W

ay

M
ap

le
 S

t

Ly
tto

n A
ve

Coa
stl

an
d D

r

Blai
r C

t

Laura Ln

Community Ln Pr
im

ro
se

 W
ay

Ells
wor

th 
Pl

Mark Twain St

Tanland Dr

Gre
en

wich
 P

l
Morton St

Arcadia Pl

Sandra Pl

Er
st

w
ild

 C
t

San
 C

ar
los

 C
t

Bret Harte St

Por
tal

 P
l

Murray Way

M
ar

lo
w

e 
St

Chabot Ter

Ashby Dr

Sierra Ct

Simkins Ct

Sa
in

t F
ra

nc
is

 D
r

Fielding Dr

El Cajon Way

El
br

id
ge

 W
ay

Higgins Pl

Kent Pl

Sh
ar

on
 C

t

Alle
n C

t

Moffett C
ir

Tevis Pl

Metr
o C

ir

Randers Ct

Lawrence Ln

Rosewood Dr

Manchester Ct

O Brine Ln

Watson Ct

Aztec Way

Fo
re

st
 C

t Is
la

nd
 D

r

Regent Pl Newell Pl

H
am

ilt
on

 C
t

Sevyson Ct

Genevieve Ct

Somerset Pl

Dav
id 

Ct

M
cauley C

t

Ore
go

n A
ve

Syca
more Dr

Mor
en

o A
ve

Community Ln

Thomas D
r

Fulton St

Hamilton Ave

Dana Ave

Guinda St

Mariposa Ave

Lane 15

Waverley St
Bryant St

Emerson St

Cowper St

Eve
re

tt A
ve

Webster St

Alma St

Alma St

Bryant St

Cowper St

Webster St

Waverley St

Emerson St

Cha
nn

ing
 Av

e

Ham
ilto

n A
ve

High St

Sea
le 

Av
e

Lin
co

ln 
Av

e

Ramona St

Hom
er

 Av
e

Eve
re

tt A
ve

Lo
well

 Av
e

Chu
rch

ill 
Av

e

Te
nn

ys
on

 Av
e

Byron St

King
sle

y A
ve

Cole
rid

ge
 Av

e

Mar
ion

 Av
e

Urban Ln

Kipling St

Kell
og

g A
ve

Castilleja Ave

Park Blvd

Tasso St

Melv
ille

 Av
e

Mira
monte Ave

South Ct

Poe
 S

t

Encina Ave

San
ta 

Rita
 Av

e

Rinc
on

ad
a A

ve

Brys
on Ave

Nev
ad

a A
ve

Lane 7

Lane 8
Lane A

Lane B

Lane D

Sequoia Ave

Brya
nt 

Ct

Wells Ave

Lane 39

Lane 56

Lane 59

Eve
ret

t C
t

W
as

hin
gto

n A
ve

Mitchell Ln

Birch St

Lane 33

Homer Ln

Jughandle

W
hit

man
 C

t

Gilman St

Gaspar Ct

Man
za

nit
a A

ve

Town And Country Vlg

Florence St

Scott St

La
ne

 13

Anto
n C

t

Green Ct

Marion Pl

Tasso St

Melv
ille

 Av
e

Tasso St

Byron St

Ly
tto

n A
ve

Add
iso

n A
ve

W
eb

ste
r S

t

W
as

hin
gto

n A
ve

Lane 7

Fulton St

South Ct

Lane B

Byron St

Kell
og

g A
ve

Ramona St

San
ta 

Rita
 Av

e

Byron St

Ca
lifo

rn
ia 

Av
e

Lane D

Tasso St

King
sle

y A
ve

Ore
go

n A
ve

San
ta 

Rita
 Av

e

El Camino

Palo Alto 

Ave

San Francisquito Cr
eek

San Francisquito  Creek

Em
barca

dero
 Rd

Embarcadero W
ay

Bayshore Rd

Ore
go

n E
xp

y

Embarcadero Rd

Pope

Palo Alto

East Palo Alto

Palo Alto

Menlo
Park

El Camino

Sa
n Fr

ancis
quito

 Cree
k

Em
ba

rc
ad

er
o 

Rd

Campus Dr

Pa
lm

 D
r

La
su

en
 S

t

Welc
h R

d

Arboretum Rd

G
al

ve
z 

St

Sand Hill R
d

Lo
m

ita
 D

r

Palo Rd

Clar
k W

ay

Co
lle

ge
 A

ve
.

Pa
rtr

idg
e A

ve
.

Ca
m

br
idg

e A
ve

.

M
idd

le 
Av

e.

Alto Ave.

Pasteur Dr

Vineyard Ln

Q
ua

rry
 R

d 
Ex

t

Sam M
cd

onald M
all

Campus Drive

Stanford Univ

San
d H

ill 
Rd

Qua
rry

 R
d

Alma

Laurel

Middle�eld Rd

Gilbert
Po

pe M
en

al
to

W
oo

dl
an

d

C
en

tra
l

Elm

Creek

Se
m

ina
ry

O
ak

Pine

O’Keefe

Durham

O’Connor

Oak
 G

ro
ve

Lin
fie

ld

Chester

Sa
nt

a 
M

on
ica

Haight

Ra
ve

ns
wo

od

Nash

No
el

C
on

co
rd

Bu
rg

es
s

Re
dw

oo
d

Sa
nt

a 
M

ar
ga

rit
a

Merrill

Coleman

M
ck

en
dr

y
Ro

bin

M
ar

m
on

a
Le

xi
ng

to
n

Hanna

Marcussen

W
av

er
ley

Re
sid

en
t

Tr
en

to
n

N
ov

a

Grayson

Blackburn

Elliott

By
er

s

Eu
cl

id

Hopkins

Morgan

Ar
no

ld

Clover

Pearl

Ba
rto

n

Kent

C
la

re
m

on
t

Em
m

a

Ch
ap

el
ElmwoodAd

ler

Br
ad

y

Oak
La

ur
el

La
ur

el

Ar
no

ld

Sh
er

woo
d

Waverly

Pu
lg

as
 A

ve

Middlefield Rd

C
la

rk
e 

Av
eC
oo

le
y 

Av
e

W
is

te
ria

 D
r

St
at

e 
H

ig
hw

ay
 1

09

Az
al

ia
 D

r

Beech St

C
ap

ito
l A

ve

E Bayshore Rd

O'Connor St

Garden St

Donohoe St

W Bayshore Rd

Bell St

Eu
cl

id
 A

ve

E O'keefe St

Cam
ellia D

rOaks St

Ta
te

 S
t

Toyon Rd

Green St

Myrtle St

Ar
lin

gto
n W

y

La
rk

sp
ur

 D
r

Li
nc

ol
n 

St

Coleman Ave

Schembri Ln

Jasm
ine W

y

Cypress St

Sage St

Wilks St
Gates St

M
an

ha
tta

n 
Av

e

Madrone Rd

Peninsula Wy

Scofield St

Rebecca Ln

Li
ta

 L
n

Gail
lar

dia
 W

y

Elm Pl

Sa
ls

a 
C

t

Lo
tu

s 
W

y

Teal Ct

H
en

ry
 C

t

W Bayshore RdAd
di

so
n 

Av
e

St
at

e 
H

ig
hw

ay
 1

09

R
al

m
ar

 A
ve

C
oo

le
y 

Av
e

C
la

rk
e 

Av
e

Bell St

Po
pl

ar
 A

ve

Green St

E Bayshore Rd

Daphne W
y

Verbena DrB1

B2

101

101

San Francisco Bay

Palo Alto
Golf Course

Palo Alto Airport of 
Santa Clara County

Baylands Nature
Preserve

LEGEND

SF Bay to 101
Downstream in yellow

101 to El Camino
Upstream in orange

Floodwalls

Widened Channel

Levee

100 year �ooding

Bayshore Rd (Caltrans)

Newall Rd (Palo Alto)

University Ave (SCVWD)

B1

Bridge Replacement Projects

Pope/Chaucer St (SCVWD)

Middle�eld Rd (SCVWD)

B2

B3

B4

B5

LEGEND

SF Bay to 101 Project Limits
Downstream in yellow

101 to El Camino Project Limits
Upstream in orange

New Floodwalls

Widened Channel

Relocated Levee
100-year FEMA Floodzone

Newell Rd (Palo Alto)

Pope/Chaucer St (SCVWD)

B1

Bridge Modi�cation Projects

B2

Friendship Bridge

Faber Tract Marsh

LEGEND

SF Bay to 101 Project Limits

New Floodwalls

Widened Channel

Relocated Levee

Friendship Bridge

Creek Floodplain

Faber Tract Marsh

Current:

The goal of the project is to provide flood protection to 
more than 5,700 homes and businesses in Palo Alto, 
Menlo Park and East Palo Alto. This multi-jurisdiction 
and multi-benefit project consists of three complementary 
projects where the floodplains intersect: along the creek 
from the San Francisco Bay to Highway 101, upstream of 
Highway 101, and along the Bay shoreline. 

The SFCJPA ultimately intends to provide 100-year* creek 
and tidal flood protection** to all homes and businesses 
in these cities and remove parcels from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood zone and 
from the requirement to purchase flood insurance.

* A 1% (or 100-year) flood has a one percent chance of occurring in any 
given year.

** Creek flood protection applies to flooding from a creek, as opposed to 
tidal flooding.


