FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Saratoga Creek Hazard Tree Removal
and Restoration Project
Why are you cutting down all the
eucalyptus trees?

What are you doing to protect the
wildlife in the area?

The eucalyptus trees along Saratoga Creek are nonnative and were likely planted as a wind screen for
orchards that existed in the area before homes were
built. The recent multi-year drought weakened the
eucalyptus trees, and wood boring insects along
with wood decay fungi have infested many of them,
increasing the chance of tree death and failure. Given
the trees’ proximity to homes and power lines, they must
be removed for public safety.

Eucalyptus tree removal work will be done in phases over
three years due to the scale of the work, limited access
and to minimize impacts to local wildlife. Removals will
occur primarily during the months of August through
October to avoid bird nesting season. Before each work
period, a biologist will survey the area to identify any
active wildlife that should be avoided during the work.
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
is reviewing Valley Water’s work proposal and may
require specific minimization and avoidance measures
during project implementation to help protect wildlife.

Will my fences be moved?

Drought weakened trees pose a significant risk to surrounding residences
and infrastructure. In the second photo eucalyptus trees show decay and
fungi growth that can spread and weaken other trees.

Will Valley Water be replanting the area
after the trees are removed?
Yes, following the removal of the hazardous trees,
Valley Water will restore the creek area to a native
riparian habitat that is more resilient to drought and
pest outbreaks and better suited for local wildlife. The
area will be replanted in phases with native riparian
trees, shrubs, and vines. The plants will be young when
installed and will take time to grow. Drip irrigation will
be installed to water the plants, and Valley Water staff
will control weeds and non-native invasive plants in the
area to encourage regrowth of native plants.

California Buckeye

California Rose

Blue Elderberry

Examples of native plants and trees that are better suited for Saratoga
Creek’s riparian habitat, local wildlife, and more resilient to drought and
pest outbreaks.

The public land under Valley Water’s jurisdiction will
be needed for the project’s access, and for the planting
of native riparian plants. This includes lands currently
fenced into neighbors’ yards. Valley Water will work with
individual neighbors to realign fences to the property
line to accommodate the mitigation required for the
restoration project.

Are you putting in a public trail?
No, a public trail will not be installed. This reach
of Saratoga Creek is being restored to its native
riparian habitat. Because access is limited, removal
of the trees will be done using several methods and
access points including from the creek bottom and
from the opposite bank using a long reach crane. A
maintenance path will be installed to allow for staff
access to the planting areas. All new gates and access
entrances will be locked and posted with signage to
discourage trespassing.

Will you remove the eucalyptus stumps?
The eucalyptus stumps will not be removed. They
will be left in place to further stabilize the creek
banks until native vegetation has been planted and
becomes established. Initially, the stumps will be left
at approximately 3 to 4 feet tall. Once debris from the
work site is removed, staff will re-cut and treat the stumps
with herbicide to stop them from resprouting. Over time,
the stumps will decay as roots from the new plantings
colonize the site.
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Are you going to do something about the
erosion in the creek?

Will water flow in the creek while you do
the work?

Erosion is a natural process that occurs on creeks.
Saratoga Creek has seen increased downcutting
erosion over the past decades due to the development
of the watershed and increased run-off from streets that
discharge into the creek. The creek is inspected routinely
by field staff who work closely with engineers and the
need for bank protection work is assessed as erosion
becomes severe. Our goal is to prevent erosion through
the use of native plants and natural materials. Replanting
the area with native plants will help stabilize the creek
banks. Leaving the stumps in place also ensures that the
eucalyptus root systems help protect the creek banks while
native plants are establishing.

During tree removal work, Valley Water will divert water
in the creek to allow for equipment to enter the channel to
assist with tree removal work.

Why is the aniticipated timeline of
beginning the tree removal process
subject to delays?
Valley Water is in the process of complying with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
seeking permits from the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife, California Regional Water Quality Control
Board, and the United States Army Corps of Engineers.
Valley Water will also apply for tree removal permits
from the City of Saratoga. Work is anticipated to start
in August 2019. However, work could be delayed up
to a year due to regulatory agency permit decisions
and weather, and site conditions.

What are you going to do about the trees
that are currently dead?
While waiting for permits to initiate the Saratoga Hazard
Tree Removal and Restoration Project, Valley Water
will continue removing individual eucalyptus trees on a
case-by-case basis under emergency permits as imminent
hazards become evident.
Please visit the project webpage at valleywater.org/
SaratogaCreekHazardTrees for additional project details.

Natural bank erosion contributes to the instability of eucalyptus trees in
the reach at Saratoga Creek.

CONTACT US
For more information, contact Jose Villarreal at (408) 630-2819 or by
email at JVillarreal@valleywater.org. Or use our Access Valley Water
customer request and information system at https://delivr.com/2yukx to
find out the latest information on Valley Water projects or to submit questions,
complaints or compliments directly to a Valley Water staff person.
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